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Waterloo drill simulates air disaster
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Airport Director Keith Kaspari, left, hands out injury descriptions to volunteers playing injured BUY
aircraft passengers for a disaster drill in Waterloo on Wednesday.
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WATERLOO - A score of volunteers sat n the term nal at the Waterloo Reg onal
A rport as A rport D rector Ke th Kaspar told them about the n ur es they were

about to endure Wednesday.

It doesn’t look good, Bryan. Left leg penetrated, left foot crushed,” Kaspar told
Bryan Foster of Cedar Falls.

You’ll ust be on crutches,” sa d Ta ah Wr ght of Waterloo, whose n ur es were

to nclude ev scerat on w th mult ple fractures.

Kaspar turned to another woman n the term nal.

She gets the pr v lege of a suck ng chest wound; she’s bleed ng from her ears,

nose and mouth. She’s n tough shape,” he sa d.
There was a collect ve gasp from the group am d a few chuckles.

The volunteers took on the roles of a rplane crash v ct ms dur ng a full-scale
d saster dr 1l that played out n parts of George Wyth Memor al State Park
Wednesday afternoon.



Regular a rport emergency exerc ses are requ red by the Federal Av at on
Adm n strat on, and Kaspar sa d th s year’s dr 1l focused on area agenc es’ ab 1 ty
to respond to water-related crashes s nce the Waterloo Reg onal A rport s

located near a ma or r ver and several lakes.

We got some good people n th s county, and they know the r 1 ne of work,”

Kaspar sa d. I'm go ng to make th s as real st c as poss ble.”

The scenar o nvolved a land ng a rcraft that m ssed the runway and crashed n
George Wyth park. Two MET buses s mulated sect ons of a rcraft fuselage w th
wounded passengers ns de. One sect on was on one s de of F sher Lake, another

bus was n another area.

Wednesday’s faux-wounded d dn’t rece ve moulage makeup. Kaspar dec ded
aga nst t because at a pr or dr 1l he oversaw n M ch gan, a volunteer had an
allerg c react on to the fake wounds. He had to halt the mock d saster because of

the real med cal emergency.

Instead, the Waterloo volunteers were handed sheets of paper descr b ng the r

n ur es for paramed cs to read when they arr ved.

Float ng and we ghted props were placed n a lake to represent v ct ms who had



to be recovered by the Cedar Valley Underwater Search and Recovery Un t.

There were other added tw sts. One of the volunteers, Kenneth H gby of
Waterloo, portrayed a Un ted States senator from Iowa, and the narrat ve
nvolved thousands of gallons of av at on fuel be ng sp lled, necess tat ng

nvolvement from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.

Agenc es nvolved n the dr 1l ncluded Black Hawk County’s Off ce of Emergency
Management, local mun c pal agenc es nclud ng pol ce, f re and sher ff, area
hosp tals, Amer can Red Cross, Salvat on Army, state law enforcement and park

off c als, trans t, d ve-team personnel and others.
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