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The Eastern lowa Airport to start
mandatory health screenings Jan. 25

Airport implements program after revised guidance from
FAA

CEDAR RAPIDS — Starting Jan. 25, every passenger flying out
of The Eastern lowa Airport will be required to undergo a
temperature check and answer a few health questions under
a pandemic mitigation program initially unveiled last
summer.

Installation of the primary health screening area began
Monday and is expected to be complete Tuesday. A
secondary screening area is already set up.

Airport Director Marty Lenss said the program is a step “to
make sure our guests and travelers throughout Eastern lowa
feel good about flying” from the airport during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The airport and Mercy Medical Center initially announced
the program in July with hopes of it being ready in early
September. But the Federal Aviation Administration in
August barred airports around the nation from using
federal CARES Act funding_or airport revenue for health
screenings.

“This is a first-of-its-kind program,” Lenss said. “So the FAA,
understandably, needed to do a thorough review of the
program to make sure that it is compliant with federal
revenue use policies.”

After the FAA updated its Runway to Recovery guidance in
December, Lenss said the airport and Mercy proceeded at
“full speed” to implement the program.

The screening uses a two-step approach. Each passenger will
undergo a temperature check and a couple of health
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qguestions, which Lenss anticipates taking 10 seconds per
passenger.

A passenger without a fever will proceed directly to the
security checkpoint. If a passenger registers a fever of at least
100.4 degrees, he or she will go through a secondary
screening to determine if there's another cause for the fever,
like an ear infection.

If there is not another cause for a fever, the person cannot
travel. Rebooking policies will vary between airlines, airport
spokeswoman Pam Hinman said.

Any airport employee who works beyond the security
checkpoint also will be required to go through the health
screening process.

FAA rules prohibit incoming passengers from being
screened.

The FAA's Runway to Recovery guidance says passenger
health screenings “should only be part of a broader set of
measures” used to prevent the spread of coronavirus in air
travel.

“Certainly, we recognize it's not a silver bullet,” Lenss said.
“We've never viewed it that way. But we view it as one more
layer in a multilayered approach to trying to slow the spread
of COVID-19."

The Eastern lowa Airport has been using electrostatic
sprayers and was the first lowa airport to require masks.

Comments: (319) 398-8394; john.steppe@thegazette.com
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MORE CORONAVIRUS ARTICLES ...

Eastern lowa Airport sees 53% drop in passengers in 2020,
fewest in at least 25 years

lowa reports 426 new COVID-19 cases, 1 death

COVID-19 hospitalizations in lowa drop below 500

Do you qualify for a COVID-19 vaccine in lowa? Check our chart
to find out

TOP STORIES FROM THE GAZETTE

Jan. 6 Capitol attack evokes memories of 1954 attack that
wounded lowa rep, 4 others

lowa Democrats make ethics issue out of Rep. Ashley Hinson's
social media

Cedar Rapids man who invaded U.S. Capitol is charged in federal
court

GPS monitor helps police nab lowa City man who stole women's
underwear

TRENDING

Martin Luther King Jr. service in Cedar Rapids honors ‘neighbors’

lowa GOP leaders acknowledge Biden win

Kirkwood’s Ashley Tull ready to return to basketball court

Florida wrongful death lawsuit envelops Cedar Rapids man, a former deputy

Defensive unit capitalizes on both ends in late lowa run

Fact Checker: Pat Grassley’s wrong_ that he can’t require masks at Statehouse
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