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Marion council approves airport purchase

Public ownership will open access to state funds 0 0O o [
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MARION
— So
Marion city
officials
bought an
airport
Thursday
night.

The City
Councill
voted 5-0
to direct : _ !

Manager
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(File Photo) Then owners of the Marion Airport, the late Perry Walton, right, and Jan Walton, left, are
pictured by a helicopter at the airport on Thursday, October 15, 2009. (Crystal LoGiudice/The Gazette).

Lon
Pluckhahn
to close on the purchase of the privately owned Marion Airport for
$1.67 million.
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Back in January, the city had announced its intent to buy the airport,
and the City Council subsequently approved a purchase agreement
between the city and current owner, Jan Walton.

“Marion is purchasing the airport because it has significant potential
to become a premier provider for general aviation services,”
Pluckhahn said on Thursday.

No one on the council took tonight’s vote as a chance to comment
on the airport’s purchase.

In short, ownership by the city allows the city to seek state aviation
grants not available to a privately owned airport.

In fact, Marion already has submitted a grant application to the lowa
Department of Transportation, seeking $922,677 in state funds to
help the city create an airport layout plan and comprehensive plan,
rehabilitate the runway and widen it by 50 feet and upgrade the
airport’s fuel facility.

Last night, the council also directed Pluckhahn to execute an
agreement with LuxAir Aviation LLC to manage, maintain and insure
the airport facilities for 10 years at no cost to the city. The agreement
calls for an option for a five-year contract extension.

LuxAir Aviation is a new corporation created by Genesis Equities
LLC, which is a Marion entity owned by Jeff Witter, daughter Hannah
Kustes and the Witter family, Pluckhahn said. He said Genesis is
working with the city on the project to relocate Marion Iron Works in
the city.

Kustes on Thursday said the changes that are coming at the Marion
Airport will help bring about improvements that are “long overdue”
and ones that will “raise the bar” at an airport that already is “heavily
used.”

Kustes also said an improved Marion Airport will complement The
Eastern lowa Airport and will give the Cedar Rapids-Marion metro
area two quality airports to serve the region.

Much at the Marion Airport, she said, will stay the same during a
transition period of a year or more as improvements are made.
Airport events, tours, flight training and maintenance will continue
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with the same “great staff,” she said.

Nick Glew, president of the Marion Economic Development Co., on
Thursday called the city’s purchase of the airport a “great thing for
the community.”

Industrial parks in Marion next to
the airport should provide a

Cedar Lake coming off  «gjgpjificant amount of demand” for
impaired waters list

after 29 years

tories from Rick Smith

an improved airport, Glew said.

Pluckhahn said the $1.67 million

_ purchase price includes matching
New Bohemia

Bl pedestrian/bike friendly funds required of the city if it

bridge wins support secures the state grant funds.
from C.R. council
commitiee The city manager called Marion’s

airport purchase a “new model”
that allows the city to own the property while depending on the
private sector to drive economic development around the property.
The airport will become an “economic development tool to keep
Marion competitive,” he said.

Pluckhahn said the Marion Airport is in the top 10 in its class in lowa
and has the potential to move up the list in terms of airport activity.
The airport will serve private and company-owned aircraft with no
plans to handle commercial air traffic, he said.

Longer-range plans, he said, include acquiring additional property to
enable the city to add an east-west runway that is longer than the
existing north-south runway.

The Marion airport has been around since the 1950s. Jan Walton
and her husband Perry, who died in 2012, began operating it in
1986, and they purchased it in 1994. Jan Walton will continue to
operate a flight school, Pluckhahn said.

You Might Also Like

http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/marion-council-approves-airport-purchase-20150521[5/22/2015 2:29:16 PM]


http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/cedar-lake-coming-off-impaired-waters-list-after-29-years-20150521
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/cedar-lake-coming-off-impaired-waters-list-after-29-years-20150521
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/cedar-lake-coming-off-impaired-waters-list-after-29-years-20150521
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/new-bohemia-pedestrianbike-friendly-bridge-wins-support-from-cr-council-committee-20150520
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/new-bohemia-pedestrianbike-friendly-bridge-wins-support-from-cr-council-committee-20150520
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/new-bohemia-pedestrianbike-friendly-bridge-wins-support-from-cr-council-committee-20150520
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/new-bohemia-pedestrianbike-friendly-bridge-wins-support-from-cr-council-committee-20150520
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/new-bohemia-pedestrianbike-friendly-bridge-wins-support-from-cr-council-committee-20150520
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/cedar-lake-coming-off-impaired-waters-list-after-29-years-20150521
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/new-bohemia-pedestrianbike-friendly-bridge-wins-support-from-cr-council-committee-20150520
http://paid.zemanta.com/sr/?turl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wealthfront.com%2Fc%2F%26type%3Dzemanta%26_z1_adgid%3D307%26_z1_msid%3Doutbrain%26v%3D1278%26campaign%3DUSWFup450desktop%26content%3Dwealthfront-up-450%2Fto%2Ftechcrunch%2F2014%2F01%2F13%2Fautomated-investment-services-company-wealthfront-now-manages-over-538m-in-assets-up-450-percent-over-past-year%2F&v=1278&_z1_adgid=307&_z1_msid=outbrain.com
http://www.interesticle.com/tech/the-worst-business-decisions-of-all-time/
http://go.swifty.com/click.php?frm=otb&loc=www.swifty.com/attractions/12281/24-breathtaking-bridges-from-around-the-world-thatll-leave-you-speechless&trav=12281-ob-de-150511

Marion council approves airport purchase | TheGazette

Young Millionaires Flock to
Wealthfront

Wealthfront on TechCrunch

All Time

Interesticle

Under the Radar Caribbean Islands
People Aren't Talking About, Yet

Destination Tips

Thing?

Venture Capital News

More From the Gazette

18-year-old faces felony charge in lowa stabbing
(KCRG)

3 youths accused of selling drugs at school for 9th-
graders (KCRG)

Ex-Coralville lawyer wanted since 2010 arrested in
Colorado (KCRG)

Marion police search home for stolen firearms (KCRG)

Two hurt, one critically, in fiery Interstate 80 crash
involving semi | TheGazette (The Gazette)

Poe seeking second term on Cedar Rapids council |
TheGazette (The Gazette)

The Worst Business Decisions of

24 Breathtaking Bridges From
Around The World That'll Leave
You Speechless

Swifty

1 Dirty Little Secret To Eliminate 15
Years Of Mortgage Payments

LowerMyBills

From Around the Web

10 Richest People Who Did Not Finish College

(Interesticle)
How America's Richest Man Got Rich (Interesticle)

A popular new site reveals the truth about anyone's
past. Simply enter name and state to see what is
available online. What will you learn today? (Instant

Checkmate)

Shark Tank" Star Reveals Brilliant Mortgage Payoff
Tip (Bills.com)

7 of the Most Scenic Highway Routes in America
(AARP)

27 Little-Known And Kind Of Weird Facts About
Disney Parks (Swifty)

Recommended by

http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/marion-council-approves-airport-purchase-20150521[5/22/2015 2:29:16 PM]


http://www.kcrg.com/article/20150521/ARTICLE/150529948
http://www.kcrg.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20150508%2FARTICLE%2F150509750&Show=0
http://www.kcrg.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20150508%2FARTICLE%2F150509750&Show=0
http://www.kcrg.com/article/20150423/ARTICLE/150429876
http://www.kcrg.com/article/20150423/ARTICLE/150429876
http://www.kcrg.com/subject/news/marion-police-search-home-for-stolen-firearms-20150502
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/interstate-80-near-iowa-city-closed-due-to-fiery-crash-20150522
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/interstate-80-near-iowa-city-closed-due-to-fiery-crash-20150522
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/poe-seeking-second-term-on-cedar-rapids-council-20150518
http://thegazette.com/subject/news/poe-seeking-second-term-on-cedar-rapids-council-20150518
http://www.interesticle.com/entertainment/10-richest-people-who-did-not-finish-college/
http://www.interesticle.com/tech/how-americas-richest-man-got-rich/
http://tcgtrkr.com/?a=163&oc=1&c=246&article=public-records
http://tcgtrkr.com/?a=163&oc=1&c=246&article=public-records
http://tcgtrkr.com/?a=163&oc=1&c=246&article=public-records
http://www.bills.com/shark-tanks-barbara-corcorans-advice-on-mortgage-ob/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_adgroup=desktop_shark&utm_term=streveals_quarterrolls_st
http://www.bills.com/shark-tanks-barbara-corcorans-advice-on-mortgage-ob/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_adgroup=desktop_shark&utm_term=streveals_quarterrolls_st
http://travel.aarp.org/content/travel/en/home/articles-tips/articles/info-08-2010/four-lane-frontiers-scenic-interstate-highways.html?cmp=BAC-OUTBRAIN-TRAVEL-SLIDE-DSO_36520542_Road-Trips--Scenic-Highway-Drives-Waterf
http://go.swifty.com/click.php?frm=otb&loc=www.swifty.com/attractions/9505/27-littleknown-and-kind-of-weird-facts-about-disney-parks&trav=9505-ob-de-150511
http://go.swifty.com/click.php?frm=otb&loc=www.swifty.com/attractions/9505/27-littleknown-and-kind-of-weird-facts-about-disney-parks&trav=9505-ob-de-150511
http://paid.zemanta.com/sr/?turl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wealthfront.com%2Fc%2F%26type%3Dzemanta%26_z1_adgid%3D307%26_z1_msid%3Doutbrain%26v%3D1278%26campaign%3DUSWFup450desktop%26content%3Dwealthfront-up-450%2Fto%2Ftechcrunch%2F2014%2F01%2F13%2Fautomated-investment-services-company-wealthfront-now-manages-over-538m-in-assets-up-450-percent-over-past-year%2F&v=1278&_z1_adgid=307&_z1_msid=outbrain.com
http://paid.zemanta.com/sr/?turl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wealthfront.com%2Fc%2F%26type%3Dzemanta%26_z1_adgid%3D307%26_z1_msid%3Doutbrain%26v%3D1278%26campaign%3DUSWFup450desktop%26content%3Dwealthfront-up-450%2Fto%2Ftechcrunch%2F2014%2F01%2F13%2Fautomated-investment-services-company-wealthfront-now-manages-over-538m-in-assets-up-450-percent-over-past-year%2F&v=1278&_z1_adgid=307&_z1_msid=outbrain.com
http://paid.zemanta.com/sr/?turl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wealthfront.com%2Fc%2F%26type%3Dzemanta%26_z1_adgid%3D307%26_z1_msid%3Doutbrain%26v%3D1278%26campaign%3DUSWFup450desktop%26content%3Dwealthfront-up-450%2Fto%2Ftechcrunch%2F2014%2F01%2F13%2Fautomated-investment-services-company-wealthfront-now-manages-over-538m-in-assets-up-450-percent-over-past-year%2F&v=1278&_z1_adgid=307&_z1_msid=outbrain.com
http://paid.zemanta.com/sr/?turl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wealthfront.com%2Fc%2F%26type%3Dzemanta%26_z1_adgid%3D307%26_z1_msid%3Doutbrain%26v%3D1278%26campaign%3DUSWFup450desktop%26content%3Dwealthfront-up-450%2Fto%2Ftechcrunch%2F2014%2F01%2F13%2Fautomated-investment-services-company-wealthfront-now-manages-over-538m-in-assets-up-450-percent-over-past-year%2F&v=1278&_z1_adgid=307&_z1_msid=outbrain.com
http://paid.zemanta.com/sr/?turl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wealthfront.com%2Fc%2F%26type%3Dzemanta%26_z1_adgid%3D307%26_z1_msid%3Doutbrain%26v%3D1278%26campaign%3DUSWFup450desktop%26content%3Dwealthfront-up-450%2Fto%2Ftechcrunch%2F2014%2F01%2F13%2Fautomated-investment-services-company-wealthfront-now-manages-over-538m-in-assets-up-450-percent-over-past-year%2F&v=1278&_z1_adgid=307&_z1_msid=outbrain.com
http://www.interesticle.com/tech/the-worst-business-decisions-of-all-time/
http://www.interesticle.com/tech/the-worst-business-decisions-of-all-time/
http://www.interesticle.com/tech/the-worst-business-decisions-of-all-time/
http://www.interesticle.com/tech/the-worst-business-decisions-of-all-time/
http://www.interesticle.com/tech/the-worst-business-decisions-of-all-time/
http://go.swifty.com/click.php?frm=otb&loc=www.swifty.com/attractions/12281/24-breathtaking-bridges-from-around-the-world-thatll-leave-you-speechless&trav=12281-ob-de-150511
http://go.swifty.com/click.php?frm=otb&loc=www.swifty.com/attractions/12281/24-breathtaking-bridges-from-around-the-world-thatll-leave-you-speechless&trav=12281-ob-de-150511
http://go.swifty.com/click.php?frm=otb&loc=www.swifty.com/attractions/12281/24-breathtaking-bridges-from-around-the-world-thatll-leave-you-speechless&trav=12281-ob-de-150511
http://go.swifty.com/click.php?frm=otb&loc=www.swifty.com/attractions/12281/24-breathtaking-bridges-from-around-the-world-thatll-leave-you-speechless&trav=12281-ob-de-150511
http://go.swifty.com/click.php?frm=otb&loc=www.swifty.com/attractions/12281/24-breathtaking-bridges-from-around-the-world-thatll-leave-you-speechless&trav=12281-ob-de-150511
http://go.swifty.com/click.php?frm=otb&loc=www.swifty.com/attractions/12281/24-breathtaking-bridges-from-around-the-world-thatll-leave-you-speechless&trav=12281-ob-de-150511
http://www.destinationtips.com/destinations/10-under-the-radar-caribbean-islands/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=Under%20the%20Radar%20Caribbean%20Islands%20People%20Aren't%20Talking%20About,%20Yet%20-%20http%3A%2F%2F2ikd2l18123j3ottxp1a7c3r1ate.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com%2F%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F04%2FAnguilla-881x587.jpg&utm_campaign=OUT%20DST%2027
http://www.destinationtips.com/destinations/10-under-the-radar-caribbean-islands/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=Under%20the%20Radar%20Caribbean%20Islands%20People%20Aren't%20Talking%20About,%20Yet%20-%20http%3A%2F%2F2ikd2l18123j3ottxp1a7c3r1ate.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com%2F%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F04%2FAnguilla-881x587.jpg&utm_campaign=OUT%20DST%2027
http://www.destinationtips.com/destinations/10-under-the-radar-caribbean-islands/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=Under%20the%20Radar%20Caribbean%20Islands%20People%20Aren't%20Talking%20About,%20Yet%20-%20http%3A%2F%2F2ikd2l18123j3ottxp1a7c3r1ate.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com%2F%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F04%2FAnguilla-881x587.jpg&utm_campaign=OUT%20DST%2027
http://www.destinationtips.com/destinations/10-under-the-radar-caribbean-islands/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=Under%20the%20Radar%20Caribbean%20Islands%20People%20Aren't%20Talking%20About,%20Yet%20-%20http%3A%2F%2F2ikd2l18123j3ottxp1a7c3r1ate.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com%2F%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F04%2FAnguilla-881x587.jpg&utm_campaign=OUT%20DST%2027
http://www.destinationtips.com/destinations/10-under-the-radar-caribbean-islands/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=Under%20the%20Radar%20Caribbean%20Islands%20People%20Aren't%20Talking%20About,%20Yet%20-%20http%3A%2F%2F2ikd2l18123j3ottxp1a7c3r1ate.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com%2F%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F04%2FAnguilla-881x587.jpg&utm_campaign=OUT%20DST%2027
http://venturecapitalnews.us/home/post/is-this-tiny-stock-the-next-big-thing/582
http://venturecapitalnews.us/home/post/is-this-tiny-stock-the-next-big-thing/582
http://venturecapitalnews.us/home/post/is-this-tiny-stock-the-next-big-thing/582
http://venturecapitalnews.us/home/post/is-this-tiny-stock-the-next-big-thing/582
http://venturecapitalnews.us/home/post/is-this-tiny-stock-the-next-big-thing/582
https://www.lowermybills.com/lending/home-refinance/index.loan?pkey1=&pkey2=&pkey3=&sourceid=lmb-38256-66251&moid=65624
https://www.lowermybills.com/lending/home-refinance/index.loan?pkey1=&pkey2=&pkey3=&sourceid=lmb-38256-66251&moid=65624
https://www.lowermybills.com/lending/home-refinance/index.loan?pkey1=&pkey2=&pkey3=&sourceid=lmb-38256-66251&moid=65624
https://www.lowermybills.com/lending/home-refinance/index.loan?pkey1=&pkey2=&pkey3=&sourceid=lmb-38256-66251&moid=65624
https://www.lowermybills.com/lending/home-refinance/index.loan?pkey1=&pkey2=&pkey3=&sourceid=lmb-38256-66251&moid=65624

Marion council approves airport purchase | TheGazette

8 Have you found an error or omission in our reporting? Is there other feedback
and/or ideas you want to share with us? Tell us here.

The Gazette Gazette Content Our Local Sites

About Us Email Newsletters lowa Prep Sports

Advertise with Us RSS Feeds Hoopla Now
Subscribe Apps Fusionfarm

Order Back Issues Archives KCRG Autos
Customer Care Green Gazette We Create Here
Newsroom Staff Puzzle answers Our Online Products

Newspapers in Education Policies :
Corridor Careers

The Gazette Classifieds
Here's the Deal
Directory
KCRG A-list
Photo Store

lowa SourceMedia Group

KCRG-TV9

The Gazette

Color Web Printers
Penny Saver
Copyright © 2015

http://thegazette.com/subject/news/government/marion-council-approves-airport-purchase-20150521[5/22/2015 2:29:16 PM]


http://thegazette.com/corrections-form/
http://thegazette.com/about-us/
http://sourcemgsales.com/
http://thegazette.com/subscribers
http://thegazette.com/back-issues
http://thegazette.com/customer-care/
http://thegazette.com/contact-us/newsroom/
http://nie.thegazette.com/
http://thegazette.com/email-newsletters
http://thegazette.com/rss-feeds/
http://thegazette.com/mobile-apps/
http://thegazette.com/archives/
http://cedarrapidsgazette.ia.newsmemory.com/
http://thegazette.com/puzzle-answers/
http://thegazette.com/policies/
http://iowaprepsports.com/
http://hooplanow.com/
http://www.fusionfarm.com/
http://autos.kcrg.com/
http://www.wecreatehere.net/
http://corridorcareers.com/
http://classifieds.thegazette.com/
http://www.heresthedealia.com/engine/Splash.aspx?contestid=23713&LID=3293&utm_source=gazette&utm_medium=footer&utm_campaign=deal%2Blinks
http://local.thegazette.com/
http://events.hooplanow.com/kcrg-a-list/
http://crgazette.mycapture.com/mycapture/
http://www.kcrg.com/
http://thegazette.com/
http://colorwebprinters.com/
http://pennysaverguide.com/

	thegazette.com
	Marion council approves airport purchase | TheGazette


	BvcnQtcHVyY2hhc2UtMjAxNTA1MjEA: 
	input1: 



